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Memorials	in	the	Halifax	Public	Gardens	
	

	 There	 are	 many	 reasons	 why	 a	 community	 wants	 to	 have	
memorials	of	 its	past	and	of	 some	of	 its	prominent	citizens	 in	a	place	
like	the	Halifax	Public	Gardens.	If	plaques	next	to	trees	were	the	rule	for	
a	 long	time,	bench	plaques	for	a	duration	of	10	years	 (renewable)	are	
now	the	norm,	as	in	many	other	parts	of	HRM.		
	 During	the	summer	of	2019,	Ms.	Claire	Ferguson	a	summer	
student,	courtesy	of	Canada	Summer	Jobs,	was	assigned	by	The	Friends	
of	the	Public	Gardens	in	cooperation	with	the	Heidi	Boutilier,	
Horticultural	Supervisor,	to	initiate	a	first	inventory	of	those	memorials.	
Some	of	the	memorial	inscriptions	are	faded	with	age.			Besides	the	
invaluable	assistance	that	young	Garden	Interpreters	bring	to	the	
welcoming	of	visitors,	guided	tours,	and	assistance	with	cultural	events	
in	the	gardens,	primary	research	such	as	this	report	are	of	great	
importance	for	providing	information	about	the	gardens	to	TFPG	
members,	visitors	(through	our	website)	and	researchers	interested	in	
the	history	of	the	gardens	which	have	been	at	the	centre	of	community	
life	in	Halifax	since	the	1830s.			
	 There	is	much	more	to	be	done	in	marrying	HRM	files	with	this	
beginning.	The	goal	is	to	create	a	comprehensive	list	which	will	include	
the	history	and	information	as	to	actual	and	perhaps	GPS	location.	
	
	
	
Henri-Dominique	Paratte,	chair,	TFPG	
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“Refurbished	following	Hurricane	Juan	by	the	men	and	women	of	Canada’s	Navy.	
Material	supplied	by	IRVING”	

	
	
	
	

	
	

“Donated	by	the	Kirby	and	Pavlov)	Family	
in	memory	of	Marion	and	Ron	Kirby	–	1983	&	2016”	
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“In	memory	of	Deborah	Ann	Phillips-Ross	
	1959-2002.	Forever	in	our	memories”	
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“In	Celebration	of	the	life	of	Dr.	Peter	Archibald	MacGregor	
July	11,	1932	–	September	1,	1994”	
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							“Presented	for	the	Centennial	of	Confederation	1867-1967	by	the	Halifax	Baháʼí				
											Community.		Ye	are	all	the	fruits	of	one	tree	and	the	leaves		of	one	branch”	
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																			Location:		Bandstand	area	
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			Location:	Bandstand	area	

	
	

																		“Oak	Tree	planted	by	His	majesty	George	VI,	
															with	Her	Majesty	Queen	Elizabeth	on	their	visit	
																to	the	Halifax	Public	Gardens	June	15,	1939”	
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																“Planted	to	commemorate	the	coronation	of	King	George	VI.”	
	
	
	
	

	
	
																									“In	celebration	of	the	life	of	our	son	Mark	W.	Poole”	
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											Location:		Soldiers	Memorial	Fountain	
	
	

	
	
			“In	memory	of	John	B.	Gough	1817-1886.	Tree	planted	by	Rosebud	Band	of	Hope	
																	1886.	Tablet	placed	by	Sons	of	Temperance	May	24,	1936”		
	



13	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
“In	memory	of	William	Murray.	Planted	by	Murphy	Division	Sons	of	Temperance	
							November	31,	1931	on	the	hundredth	anniversary	of	his	landing	in	Halifax”	
	
	

	
	
												“This	tree	presented	by	the	Halifax-Dartmouth	Loyalist	Association	to	
																									commemorate	the	Loyalist	Bicentennial	1783-1983”	
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										“J.	Gordon	Thomason	1930-2003.”	
	

	
	

			“Halifax	Wildlife	Association	150th	Anniversary	(1853-2003).	
		Oldest	association	of	anglers	and	hunters	in	North	America”	
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	“Adopted	by	the	Crosbie/Maly	Family	for	enjoyment	of	future	generations.”	
	
	

	
	
						“The	Royal	Order	of	Scotland	N.S.	and	P.E.I.	75th	Anniversary	May	27,	2000”	



16	
	

	
	

	



17	
	

	
			
										“In	celebration	of	the	birth	of	our	granddaughter	Molly	Elizabeth	Golding	
																																							April	3,	2003.	Gail	and	Allan	Golding.”	
	
	

	
	
														“Dedicated	in	honour	of	the	centenary	of	HM	Queen	Elizabeth.”	
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					Location:		Victoria	Fountain	
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																																	“In	loving	memory	of	Neil	Hugh	Mackinnon.”	
	
	
	
	

	
	

“Captain	Robert	F.	Gladman.		
n	loving	memory	of	a	Dear	Husband	and	Father.”	
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“Karen	Anne	Christopher	–	‘A	little	piece	of	Heaven’”	
	
	
	
	

	
	
																				“Happy	Birthday	to	Mommy	&	Daddy	from	Robert	Allen.	
																																				Adopted	by	the	MacDonald	Family”	
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	“In	Celebration	of	the	life	of	Olive	MacKay	Croft.	
							Yours	forever,	your	loving	husband,	Clarence	and	children,	
																																							Carol,	Clary,	and	Nancy”	

	

	
	
									“This	Rose	Bed	was	dedicated	on	Monday,	August	6,	2001	by	Red	Rose	Tea	
																																								as	part	of	Halifax-Dartmouth	Natal	Day.”	
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		“L.O.D.E	Rose	Garden	Presented	by	the	Municipal	Chapter	of	Halifax	
																					to	Commemorate	75	years	of	L.O.D.E	in	Canada	1900-1975”	
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					“Rarely	do	we	receive	a	gift	from	the	Creator	that	has	given	so	much	to	so	many.	
															Wla	na	Mi’kmaq	wetapeksijik.	Dedicated	by	the	Mi’kmaq	Nation.”	
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“In	memory	of	Jim	Lounder”	
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Location:	Bandstad	area	 																				
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				Location:	Bandstand	area	
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									“Frances	Willard	Centenary	Bed	1839-1939.	A	memorial	from	the	unions	
	 of	the	Halifax	and	Dartmouth	W.C.T.U.”		
	
	
	
	

	 		
	
																																			“In	loving	memory	of	Leslie	Harold	Lucas.”	
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																																							“In	memory	of	Phillip	and	Ann	Thornton”	
	
	

	
	

						“Planted	by	the	Lions	Club	of	
								Armdale-Fairview-Rockingham	October	8,	1981”	

	


